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FOREWORD

The Report for Florida's Public Community Colleges is intended
to provide information with which to answer those questions most
frequently asked by members of the legislature, state agencies, external
agencies, citizens, administration, faculty and students. The informa-
tion presented herein is of two categories: that describing the history,
organization, goals and philosophy of the community college system; and,
that consisting of descriptive statistics for enrollments, personnel,
academic programs, and finances.

Information in this report is compiled from a series of reports

submitted to the Division by the colleges.
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INTRODUCTION

In 1957 the State Board of Education adopted the Community College
Council's long-range plan to provide post-high school educational oppor-
tunities within commuting distance of 99 percent of the State's population.
In the development and implementation of this plan, Florida became a
national model for long-range planning and for the orderly development of
a statewide system of community colleges.

The Florida system has also received national recognition because of
its unusual balance of local control with state coordination and support.
Florida's community colleges are locally controlled institutions operating
within a broad framework of State Board of Education Regulations that pro-
vide minimum standards and essential system-wide coordination. Originally,
the colleges were developed as components of local school systems and were
operated by boards of public instruction. 1In 1968, the Legislature established
independent local boards of trustees and gave those boards corporate authority
for operating community colleges within the framework of law and state regula-
tions. In 1971, the local school boards were relieved of financial respon-
sibility for community colleges, and the cost is now provided largely by the
State, with additional funding coming from minimal student fees and 1imited
federal grants. State level administration and coordination is provided by
the Department of Education through the Division of Community Colleges.

From the outset, Florida's community colleges have been designed as
comprehensive institutions and are so described in both law and regulation.

The Florida Statutes provide that the community colleges shall serve the
post-high school educational needs of local communities by providing education

in three major areas:







